
 
 
To: Math Students 
From: Mr. Matsumoto 
Re: Assessment procedure 
 
My assessment policy will hopefully make assessment a consistent and meaningful tool for your learning.  
One key ingredient is the connection between grades and learning.  Grades should reflect the level of 
learning and should be a level indicator of academic performance.  Now of course, grades are important for a 
number of reasons e.g. college admissions and the calculation of GPAs used for transcripts, but only in so far 
as they accurately, meaningfully and consistently reflect your level of academic proficiency. 
 
As a result, to apply the policy to your math experience at St. Maur, I would like to introduce this different 
grading procedure to help you to focus on your academic level of performance.  Your academic level of 
performance is what I want you to value. 
 
Instead of using a numerical grading scale, I will be using a completely different grading scale that is based 
upon quality indicators instead of quantity indicators.  Therefore the grading scale will look like: 
 

Base level “C” Type Problems Advanced “A” Type Problems 
-Problems limited to covered material only. 
-Problems that are algebraically at a fundamental 
level in difficulty.  

-Contextually complicated problems. 
-Algebraically rigorous problems. 
-Problems that involve prior concepts. 

  
Your possible grades for  

Fundamental “C” Type Problems 
Your possible grades for  

Advanced “A” Type Problems 
C You are able to complete these types of 

problems correctly and consistently.  One minor 
error acceptable. 

A You are able to complete these types of 
problems correctly and consistently.  One minor 

error acceptable. 
D You are able to complete these types of 

problems with two minor errors and/or 
inconsistencies.   

B You are able to complete these types of 
problems with two errors and/or consistencies. 

F Academic proficiency below fundamental level: 
Unable to do this problem 

OR 3 or more minor errors with appropriate/valid method 
OR use of inappropriate/invalid method. 

U Academic proficiency below advanced level: 
Unable to do this level of problem 

OR 3 or more minor errors with appropriate/valid method 
OR oversimplification of problem which eliminates the 

complexity of context or algebraic rigor 
OR use of inappropriate/invalid method 

 
Problems on the test will be described as a type C or A problems. For A type problems, you can only earn an 
A, B, or U.  For C type problems, you can only earn a C, D, or F.  If you only complete C type problems, 
then the highest grade that you can earn is a C.  You must be able to complete some A type problems in 
order to earn a grade higher than a C.  In order to earn an A, you must have no Us or Fs.  These letter grades 
are also commensurate with the IB scale of 1 – 7 and the IGCSE scale of A* to G.  As a general rule of 
thumb:   
 
Saint Maur and IGCSE:   
A à A* or A B à A C à B D à C F à D, E, F or G 
Saint Maur and IB:   
A à 6 or 7 B à 5 or 6 C à 4 D à 2 – 3 F à 1 
 
On any given test, there will be approximately 70-75% C type problems and 25-30% A type problems. 
 
Keep this for your reference.   
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Matsumoto 


